
purposes at our 
annual gatherings 
and in times when 
a 2/3’s majority 
vote is required. 

 
We use this 
registration process to 
maintain a roster of 
women’s ministries in 
order to effectively 
communicate with 
our members. We go 
through a renewal 
process every year (in 
December or 
January) to make 
sure that we have 
current, up-to-date 
contact information. 
 
All of our 
communications 
(newsletters, 
correspondence, 
etc.) are sent via 
email. If, as an 
individual or a group, 
you do not have 
email, please check 
with your church 
office or pastor.  
All of our 
communications are 
sent to churches and 
pastors as well.  
 
Once you have filled 
out the form, please 
mail or email it to your 
WNALC Women’s 
Council 
representative for 
your mission district. 
You can find out who 

Greetings and Happy 
New Year! 
 
January has become 
the month we ask 
women’s group 
within the North 
American Lutheran 
Church to renew their 
membership 
information with us. 
 
What exactly does 
that mean? Do you 
have to register to be 
a part of the WNALC? 
What if your church 
doesn’t have an 
active or organized 
women’s group? Let 
me try to clarify some 
of these questions 
about registering with 
the WNALC.  As our guidelines state, “Members of the WNALC shall be: ¨ Any woman’s ministry in a congregation of the North American Lutheran Church  ̈  Individual women of a NALC congregation that does not have an organized women’s ministry or may be trying to organize a congregational women’s ministry. 

 ̈  The WNALC will maintain a membership roster of the 
congregational women’s ministries and individual women desiring to be a member of the WNALC.”  

Congregations may 
have any type of 
women’s ministry 
(Bible study group, 
quilting group, circle) 
that they can register. 
Or, as the guidelines 
state, if the 
congregation does 
not have any 
organized group, any 
individual woman 
can send in the 
membership form. 
Groups or individuals 
are “rostered” once 
they have returned a 
membership 
information form.  
 
We use these 
membership 
information forms 
from individual 
women/women’s 
groups within the 
NALC for a couple of 
reasons: 
1. As our main 

source of contact 
information with 
women’s groups,  

2. For voting 
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that person is from the list 
included at the end of 
this newsletter. Your 
Women’s Council rep will 
contact you once your 
form is received. 
 
Thank you for helping us 
to complete this process.  
 
May 2016 be a blessed 
new year for you all and  
I pray that we will 
continue to grow this 
organization –  the 
Women of the North 
American Lutheran 
Church – and continue 
to strengthen our 
connection with one 
another as we all serve 
our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Blessings, Sherrie Palan, Chair WNALC Council 

Where to send the 
money along with a 
deposit slip is also 
indicated on the wrap. 
 
The Mission Support Team 
has the task of finding 
worthy missions/
recipients of our daily 
offerings.  At our 2016 
WNALC GATHERING we 
will take a vote to decide 
which mission or missions 
we want to support with 
our MISSION BANK 
money. 
 Now we need your help!    
Please offer some good 
ideas about which 
mission or missions need 
our assistance and why 
exactly they are needing 
monetary support.   

The following ladies are 
members of the Mission 
Support Team… 
Robbie Conley (MI), 
Chrytal Coble (TX), 
Bonnie Marburger (IA), 
Patrice Goodman (TX), 
Sherrie Palan (TX) and 
Pam Charas (OH), Chair. 
 
 
You can email your ideas 
to Pam Charas at 
mcharas@earthlink.net.   
 
Please include an email 
address and phone 
number with your 
suggestion and tell which 
church you represent. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Pam Charas      WNALC Council 

My Mission Bank 
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The WNALC Mission 
Support Team hopes that 
every member of every 
church’s ladies’ group, 
all ladies of every 
congregation, have 
been given a Mission 
Bank wrap to attach to 
any size bottle or jar.   
A water bottle will do 
nicely. (More slips at end 
of newsletter if needed) 
 
To reiterate what is 
printed on the wrap…  DAILY PRAY for missions,   PRAISE God for the work that He is accomplishing and   GIVE THANKS with a coin/monetary offering to help further God’s kingdom on earth. 

Spiritual Growth is one 
of the committees 
being established by 
our Council.   
 
The intent is to 
develop ways that 
women can enrich 
their spiritual life and 
grow in Christ.   
 
Possibilities include 
resources for Bible 
studies, prayer 
initiative, devotionals, 
programs and themes 
for retreats or 
meetings, and more.   
 

Linda Brower is the  
Council representative  
for Spiritual Growth but  
she needs YOUR help  
which you can give by 
emailing her at 
LindaB.wnalc@hotmail.com 
or calling 979-203-6828.   
 
Committee “meetings” will 
take place via phone calls, 
emails, and perhaps Skype 
where possible.   
 
Look forward to hearing 
from you.   

 
Blessings to all, Linda Brower WNALC Council 

Spiritual Growth Committee 



If your ladies’ group is like 
ours, we struggle to 
come up with ways to 
get money to support our 
missions.  One idea that 
we tried and has worked 
well is a Silent Auction! 
With a silent auction, 
there is little work 
involved but has 
potential to raise a nice 
sum of money that can 
be put to good use…
supporting missions! 
 
Everyone has gadgets, 
knick knacks, jewelry, 
kitchen items, etc. lying 
around the house that 
are not used (i.e.:  time 
to clean out!).  We have 
asked our excellent 
cooks (every church has 
several) for some of their 
jellies, candy, cookies 
etc.  One of the top 
sellers at our auction is 
the “Desserts for a Year”.  
The lucky winner of this 
prize gets 6 desserts 
during the year made by 
6 different ladies in the 
church. The last dessert 
at Christmas is several 
dozen different Christmas 

cookies!  We also have 
ladies (and gentlemen) 
who are crafty and are 
willing to donate an item 
or two.   
 
We have even created 
baskets with several items 
in it.  A basket with a 
pretty ribbon, complete 
with a cookbook, a 
utensil and some kitchen 
staples make a great 
auction item.  Don’t 
forget the kids!  Stuffed 
animals, small toys, a 
ball, will give them 
something to bid on. 
There is no end to what 
someone may try to win!  
Items do not have to be 
new but they should be 
clean and in good 
shape. 
  
We hold our Silent 
Auction at our annual 
church Christmas Dinner.  
But an auction can be 
done at any time & 
where ever people are 
gathered.  It doesn’t 
take long to set the items 
out with a sheet of paper 
for each one to collect 

the bids.  Make sure pens 
or pencils are handy for 
people to write their 
name and the amount 
they wish to pay for the 
item.  Then the fun 
begins!  Some items may 
be in a “bidding war” 
when several people 
keep raising the bid 
amount in order to win 
the prize! 
  
Give people enough 
time to browse and bid.  
That’s why we hold ours 
during a dinner—people 
can bid before the meal 
starts and while they are 
eating they can go back 
and bid more if they 
want.  Announce the 
time that the auction will 
close.  There may be 
some scurrying to get in 
last minute bids.  After 
the auction closes, 
gather all the sheets up 
and appoint someone to 
be the cashier.  If a 
person has bid and won 
several items, it helps to 
have all their bid sheets 
together so the cashier 
can give them the total 

Fundraising Idea: Silent Auctions! 
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amount due.  Other 
volunteers can help the 
people collect their 
items. 
  
Of course, there will be 
items that no one makes 
a bid for.  We have an 
agreement that any item 
not receiving bids, goes 
back home with the 
person who donated it!  
No one wants the church 
to have more clutter! 
  
That’s all there is to it!  
Our church has done this 
for three years now.  
Each year we made over 
$500.00 to use to support 
our mission areas.  We 
hope that this may work 
for your group.  If you 
have any questions 
about silent auctions, 
please contact me.  If 
you have other 
fundraising ideas, please 
share with the rest of us 
by submitting it to the 
WNALC newsletter!  
Happy Auctioning! 
 Pat Dittrich WNALC Council 

Robbie Conley, Treasurer 
Robbie Conley was born 
in Fort Worth, Texas and 
raised near San Antonio. 
She is a life-long Lutheran 
who grew up in Shepherd 
King Lutheran Church, San 
Antonio.  She is married to 
Pastor Randy Conley who 
serves Hope Lutheran 
Church, Hubbard Lake, 
Michigan.  She and Randy 
have five grown children 
who have blessed them 
with 13 grandchildren.  

Robbie has been involved 
in leading youth ministry 
for 32 years.  She has 
served as a youth leader 
in several Lutheran 
congregations and one 
Korean Presbyterian 
congregation.  She has 
also gone on medical, 
building and teaching 
mission trips in the US, 
Mexico, Honduras and 
India.  She is an avid 
reader, loves to cook and  

most recently has gotten 
involved with a local 
quilting guild.  She is a 
retired paramedic and 

has worked in both 
private and 911 first-
responder services.  



I loved encouraging 
the women to be the 
best they could be, 
using their gifts and 
talents to the glory of 
God.  On the District 
level that included all 
of the churches in 
Indiana and Kentucky,  
I helped plan a retreat 
for 500.  I did reflection 
sessions and was song 
leader. 
 ̈  We moved to 
Dayton over 20 years 
ago and joined 
Epiphany Lutheran 
Church, an ELCA 
church.  Bishop John 
Bradosky was our 
pastor.  We are now 
members of an NALC 
church, Living Water 
Lutheran Church in 
Springboro, Ohio.  Our 
church will soon be 
relocated to 
Centerville, OH. 
 ̈  I was a nanny for an 
Indian family here in 
Dayton for 12 years.  
When I started work, 
the little boy was 6 
months old and his sister 
was 2 ½. The little girl 
was Down syndrome.   I 
first traveled to India as 
a guest in the family’s 
home in Chennai in 
1994. I traveled to many 
places throughout the 
country over a period 
of 3 ½ weeks.  It was 
quite an experience! 
 ̈  I went on my first 
India Mission trip in 2004 
with United Evangelical 
Mission India (UEMI) and 
have gone every year  
 

I spent my childhood 
and teen years in Port 
Washington, Wisconsin, 
a small town 30 miles 
north of Milwaukee on 
Lake Michigan.  I was 
baptized and raised in 
the Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod. I 
attended the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison 
for two years.   
 
I have been married for 
49 years to Myron.  We 
have two children, 
James and Kathryn.  
James is married to 
Michele and they have 
a son, Samuel, now 
age 14.  Kathryn has 
never been married.  
Both our children live in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
The opportunities that 
God has afforded me 
that only could have 
been accomplished 
with His help are: 
 ̈  I was a Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary 
League (LWML) Society 
President.  This was at 
the congregational 
level.  Three programs 
stand out for me in that 
arm of the church…
Leadership Training, 
Christian Growth, and 
Mission Service. Their 
motto is “To Serve the 
Lord with Gladness”. 
 ¨ I was a Zone LWML 
President.  In that 
capacity, I worked with 
20 churches.  I helped 
plan retreats and rallies.  
I helped to get that 
group financially stable.  

since.  Pastor John 
encouraged me to start 
an India Mission Team  
at our church.  That 
became my passion!  I 
have started another 
Team at our present 
church.  You don’t have 
to go to India to be on  
the Team.  You just need 
to have a heart in the 
shape of India!  My 
husband and I went to 
India with Bishop John  
and Rev. Dr. Gemechis 
Buba this past January.   
UEM/India Transformed  
is now a Ministry Partner  
of the NALC.  To learn 
about their ministry go to: 
www.indiatransformed.org 

Pam Charas 
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¨ I have helped to 
plan and organize a 
mission trip to India for 
January 2016.  I am 
Chair of the Mission 
Support Team for the 
WNALC and am 
excited for the work we 
are doing. 
 ¨ I feel blessed to 
have been elected to 
the Women’s Council.  
It is my hope and 
prayer that every NALC 
church women’s group 
will join hands with us in 
faith, in love, in service 
 
To God be the Glory! 

 

Send in your stories, pictures, blogs, or events   
   

Please send your stories, pictures, blogs, or 
event information to Lane Magera, editor at 

wnalcnews@yahoo.com by February 11, 2016 
for inclusion in the next edition of News for 
Women of the North American Lutheran 

Church.  Photos included in this newsletter are 
the property of the article’s subjects.  Please 

contact them for permission to reuse. 



 Great Commission Society:  
http://thenalc.org/great-commission-society/   NALC Missionaries: 

http://thenalc.org/missionaries/   NALC Mission Partners: 
http://thenalc.org/ministry-partners/   Lutheran CORE: 

http://www.lutherancore.org/mission-connect/ 

Please add to your 
prayers a group 
heading out on a short 
term mission trip. They 
are headed to India 
from January 18 - 29, 
2016. The trip is 
sponsored by United 
Evangelical Mission, a 
NALC ministry partner. 
 
Their goal is to give a 
hug, wipe a tear, pray, 
share, comfort and 
encourage the “poorest 
of the poor”, giving 
what God has first given 
us, His Love in Word and 
deed. 

India Short Term Mission Trip - 2016 
The trip was open to 
anyone who has a 
heart in the shape of 
India! Pastors and lay 
persons, men and 
women, young and old, 
all were welcome to 
join.  
 
For more information on 
future trips to India, 
contact Pam Charas at 
mcharas@earthlink.net 
or call: 937 - 434 - 0993. 
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For more information about 
NALC endorsed missionaries, 

mission partners, mission 
ministries, the Great 

Commission Society, and the 
NALC mission congregations, 

visit the  websites below. 

Four Nominations for  
2016-2017 Women’s Council 

are needed. 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving and  
contact Jessie Phillips  

at jmp218@att.net   
or call: 920 - 285 -1558 

2016 Annual  
Gathering  

 
 

Make plans to join women  
from across the nation on  
Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at   

Wyndham Anaheim Garden Grove, 
in Anaheim, California  

for our Annual Gathering.  
 

More Details to come. 



First English Lutheran, Lennox SD 
Now we are using the 
offering to pay off 
the parking lot debt. We 
will add shingling expenses 
and must repair sewer under 
old part of church!!! 
 
Once our debts were paid 
we used the offering for 
missions often dividing them 
3 ways: local, national, 
international. 
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First English Lutheran, 
Lennox, SD, had our 
annual [since 1961] 
harvest festival on  Oct 4.  
The first harvest festival in 
1961 was held to have 
special offering to pay for 
the new education wing 
and parish hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Northeast District Retreat 
THERE WILL BE A ONE-DAY WOMEN'S RETREAT ON FEBRUARY 13th BEGINNING AT 9 AM.   
THE LOCATION IS Christ Church: 205 Gastown Road, Shelocta PA. (Near Indiana, PA)  
 
The cost is $30 for the day which includes breakfast and lunch.  As a sister in Christ, we ask that you mark your 
calendar in faith – and join us for this wonderful visit with women from our mission district congregations.  You 
will not be disappointed.  Please see Karen George if you have any questions: 724-961-3046 
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On the left, our WNALC and Friendship Club have a 
potluck every third Tuesday of the month.  In November 
we had a quilting theme.  The table decorations 
included old sewing utensils.  One of the hostesses, Eloise 
Cashman, gave a history lesson on quilting and 
examples of the how the quilts changed over the years - 
from early 1800's to 1945.  It was very informative. Below 
on the right, our September congregational tour of Fair 
Oaks Farms pig farm.  The WNALC and Friendship Club 
plan one or two trips a year. We usually plan for 40 
people to attend.  We are subsidized for most of the trips 
with the participants paying just $10 each.  Our tour was 
delightful and we had a buffet lunch afterwards.  The 
food was delicious and well presented.  There was a lot 
to learn about pigs and their many uses.   



 PAT DITTRICH, Secretary 
PO Box 341, Orchard, TX  74464 

713.254.0044 
pdittrich.wnalc@gmail.com 

 Carolinas Mission District (41) 
North and South Carolinas 

  Eastern South Dakota Mission District (16) 
Eastern South Dakota 

       AMY WERNER 
331 Hill Churches Road, Latrobe, PA 15650 

724.244.4242 
awerner.wnalc@gmail.com 

 Atlantic Mission District (27) 
CT, DE, ME, MD (east), MA, NH,  

NJ,NY (east), PA (east),RI,VT, DC 
  Mid-Northeast Mission District (32) 

Western MD, western NY, western PA and WV  
        JESSIE PHILLIPS 

N562 County Road R, Watertown WI 53098 
920.285.1558   

 jmp218@att.net 
 Caribbean and Hispanic Mission District (3) 

Caribbean and Hispanic Ministries 
  Central Pacific Mission District (4) 

Northern CA and Northern NV 
 Minkota Mission District (16) 

MN and eastern ND 
  Northwest Mission District (6) 

AK, ID, OR, and WA 
  Rocky Mountain Mission District (4) 

CO, NM, UT, and corner of TX below NM 
  

Western Dakotas, Montana,& Wyoming Mission District(5) 
Western Dakotas, MT, and WY 

  Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Mission District(18) 
WI and Upper MI 

       PAM CHARAS 
5624 Mark Dale Dr,  
Dayton, OH 45459 

937.434.0993    
mcharas@earthink.net 

  Ohio Mission District (54( 
Ohio (5 Regions) 

  

 SHERRIE PALAN, Chair 
133 Lauren Court, La Vernia TX   78121 

830-660-0446 
sherriepalan.wnalc@gmail.com 

 Great Plains Mission District (14) 
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska & Oklahoma 
  North Texas Mission District (5) 
TX (north) 
  Sonshine Mission District of Florida (5) 
Florida (except panhandle area) 
  South Texas Mission District (25) 
TX (south) and LA 
  Virginia Mission District (5) 
Virginia         LINDA BROWER, Vice Chair 

310 Cedar Circle, Brenham, TX 77833 
979.203.6828 

LindaB.wnalc@hotmail.com 
 Heartland Mission District (13) 

Indiana and Kentucky 
  Iowa Mission District (35) 
Iowa 
 Mid-South Mission District (8) 
AL, AR, FL panhandle, GA, MS, and TN 
       ROBBIE CONLEY, Treasurer 

8307 Scott Road, Hubbard Lake, MI 49747 
210.347.2417 

RLConley.wnalc@gmail.com 
 Canada Mission District (22) 

Canada 
 Great River Mission District (19) 
Illinois 
 Michigan Mission District (8) 
Michigan (Lower Peninsula) 
 Southwest Pacific Mission District (8) 
AZ, southern CA, HI, and southern NV 
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WNALC Membership Information  2016 
 

Church Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________State:__________   Zip: ____________ 
Mission District (if known):  __________________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Women’s Group: 
Women’s Organization Name: _________________________________________________________ 
Size: (total # women & #circles/groups) ________________________________________________ 
When does your women’s group elect new officers?       Spring     Fall     Month ___________ 
 
Are you rostering as an individual member?  Please circle:       Yes     No 
 
#1 Contact Name: __________________________________________Position: __________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________________________State: ______________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: ___________________________ Email Address: ______________________________________ 
 
#2 Contact Name:__________________________________________ Position: __________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________________________State: ______________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: ___________________________ Email Address: ______________________________________ 
 We ask for two contacts so that you can be assured of receiving the information should something happen   
to one contact (new email, relocation, health issue, or becomes inactive for any reason). 
 
 
PLEASE SEND IN MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION ANNUALLY, in December or January.   
MEMBERS & MEMBER GROUPS ARE ROSTERED FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR & NEED TO RENEW EACH YEAR. 
    ¨ This information is used to maintain a membership roster that enables us to communicate news and 

activities of the WNALC and facilitates voting and ratification as needed.  ¨ For elections and ratification processes, each congregation has one vote.  At the Annual Gathering, 
the voting packet will be given to one person from each congregation represented. ¨ Complete this form, and send to the WNALC Women’s Council representative for your Mission District. ¨ Individual women of an NALC congregation that does not have an organized women’s ministry or  
may be trying to organize a congregational women’s ministry are encouraged to become a member 
of WNALC.   

PLEASE NOTE: All communications (newsletters, correspondence, etc.) will be sent by Email so it is important that you submit a contact with an Email address.  If you do not have a person with email to receive your communications, please list as your #1 Contact the church office, along with their email. 
 
 Revised January 2016 



 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  THE WOMEN OF THE 

Connecting with our Sisters in Christ to Share God’s Love 
Mission Donation Deposit Slip 

 
                                   Individual     Church                   Mission District Group           Other 

   
  Name:   _________________________________________________ 
   

  Address:   _________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________ 

   
  Amount of Donation: ________________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to Women of the NALC and note “Mission Donation” on the memo. 
Send to:  Women of the NALC, 2299 Palmer Drive Suite 220, New Brighton, MN  55112-2202 

Donor’s Information 

Donation Amount 

LMagera
Stamp
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