
Dear Sisters in Christ, 
Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  One of 
the hardest tasks as the chair, I 
believe, is writing these articles; 
and I’m eternally grateful to our 
newsletter editor, Lane, for her 
patience and dedication.  Many 
of us have times of writer’s block 
or, should I say, times when one 
doubts oneself and one’s purpose 
in this life.  But today at our 
Sunday service, I found 
encouragement in a simple and 
heartfelt gesture of one of our 
parishioners.  He thanked his 
church family for their support, 
love and prayers which sustained 
his family this past year while his 
wife was treated for breast 
cancer.  There was not one dry 
eye in the congregation and we 
all felt the joy of victory in his 
voice.  As my husband, later 
stated, “this is what a church 
family does.”   

With so much confusion, 
dissention, and hatred going on in 
this country, these precious 
moments sustain us in the 
realization that God is always 
good and loving.  He allows these 
times to help us refocus on what is 
important in this life, to know that 
it is our faith that strengthens and 
comforts us in times of despair 
and uncertainty, and to know 
that as Christians we need to 
stand firm and be unafraid to 
confess our faith.  Sometimes we 
don’t realize how important our 
actions are and how those 
actions reflect our Christian faith.  
We profess that Christ has first 
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place in our lives, but does He 
really?  When we look at our 
lives, has Christ become just a 
convenience and only placed 
first when we need him.  I have 
heard so many times that we 
always find the time to do the 
things we want, but when it 
comes to fellowshipping with 
our church family on Sundays or 
other church events, we often 
find an excuse not to attend.  
As the year goes on, I pray that 
we will be aware of those 
around us (especially our 
children and grandchildren), for 
they will be watching us to be 
true to our faith.   The Joy we all 
seek can be found when we 
place:   J-Jesus first, O-others 
next and Y-yourself last in all 
things. 

At our gathering in 
August we hope to provide an 
event which will inspire you.  
Our theme is “Being Reformed 
& Transformed” – Romans 12:2, 
with two wonderful speakers to 
assist us on our walk with Christ.  
Please watch for registration 
information through our 
webpage (www.wnalc.org) 
and on the NALC site. 

Please continue to 
provide us with upcoming 
events, special events with 
pictures, or just general 
information about your church.  
We would love to hear from 
you.  And please continue to 
pray for us as we are praying 
for you. 

In Christ, 
Jessie Phillips  

WNALC Council Chair 
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Stewardship Sips 

Chicken Pot Pie 
1 cup celery, chopped  
1 cup onion, chopped  
1 cup carrots, chopped  
8 ounces mushrooms, chopped, if desired 
1/3 cup butter or margarine 
1/2 cup flour 
2 cups chicken broth 
1 cup half and half 
1 tsp garlic salt 
garlic powder, thyme, poultry seasoning to taste 
1/4 tsp pepper 
4 cups chicken, cooked & chopped  
Sauté' onion, celery, and carrot in butter for 10 
minutes.  Add flour to sautéed mixture, stirring 
well.  Cook one minute, stirring constantly. Stir in 
seasonings.  Add chopped chicken, stirring 
well.  Pour into greased 9x13 pan. Top with pastry; 
make slits to let stream escape.  Bake at 400 
degrees for 40 minutes, until bubbly and brown. 
Makes 6-8 servings. 
Basic Pastry: 
1 cup flour  1/3 cup plus 1 T Crisco 
1/2 tsp salt  2-3 T ice cold water 
Combine flour and salt in bowl; cut in shortening 
with pastry blender until mixture resembles coarse 
meal.  Sprinkle cold water evenly over the 
surface; stir with a fork until all dry ingredients are 
moistened.  Shape into a ball and chill.  Roll 
pastry on a floured surface to fit pan.  Yields 
enough for a 9x13 pan.    
 
Lower Fat Version: 
-Use canola oil instead of butter 
-Fat free half and half instead of regular 
-Combine broth and half and half, gradually stir 
into vegetable mixture.  Cook over medium heat, 
stirring constantly, until thickened and bubbly. Stir 
in salt and pepper 

Submitted by Sharon James 
St. Peter’s Lutheran, Lexington, SC 

Recipes from 
Clyde’s  
Country 
Kitchen: 

Recipes from 
Clyde’s  
Country  
Kitchen: 

As I sit here in Northeast Lower Michigan, 
listening to it rain in the middle of the night.  I 
am once again reminded of the many blessings 
our Father bestows upon us. One of those many 
blessings are you, the women of this 
denomination. 
 
I came to you a few months ago explaining 
how important your donations are and how we 
use them. Our heavenly Father laid it upon your 
hearts to make the WNALC part of your 
benevolence. Your mission bank donations and 
your general fund donations came in. However, 
with the donations came the questions. It seems 
our donation process is a little confusing. It also 
seems I did not do the best job explaining the 
process, for this I apologize. 
 
I mentioned deposit slips and this proved to be 
a source of confusion for some. So we have a 
new simplified process. When you send us a 
donation, on the memo line simply write 
"general fund" or "mission bank". Remember, the 
general fund is what we use to operate. Mission 
Bank is what we use to support external missions 
helping to fulfil the great commandment and 
make disciples of all nations. Funds that come in 
without a designation on the memo line will be 
put in the general fund. 
 
The last matter of business before I leave you on 
this rainy night is where to send your donations 
to. Please do NOT send donations to me. This 
only delays the donation process as I have to 
then mail the donation to the church wide 
administrative office. Please send ALL donations 
to:  
  

WNALC 
c/o North American Lutheran Church 

2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220 
New Brighton, MN 55112-2202 

   
Thank you ALL for your continued support! I pray 
that our Father bless each and every one of 
you, your churches, and your faith journey. 

 

Robbie Conley, WNALC Treasurer 



On Saturday, March 4, 2017 the Women of 
First English Lutheran Church in Mansfield, OH 
held their annual Lenten Breakfast and 
Worship. We invited all the churches in our 
mission district to join us. We had a great 
response and a wonderful morning of worship 
and fellowship with fellow Christians. (Men 
were invited, too, and we had six men 
present.) We created a decorating theme 

using butterflies, since we 
had Rev. Dr. Amy C. Little 
as program presenter. Sola 
Publishing has recently 
published her book “My 
Zoe Journal” which 
encourages and lifts up 
girls. In her presentation 
she likened girls 
to being a 

cocoon and developing themselves 
into a butterfly with lots of mentoring 
and positive support from the 
people in their lives. She definitely 
has a heart for lifting up girls and 
young women! T h e  open 
discussion we has was interesting 
and interactive. 

 
Reverend 
Amy Little 
is an NALC pastor 
serving Trinity 
Lutheran Church in 
Monroeville, OH.
She resides with her 
husband, son, and 
daughter in 
Norwalk, OH. They 
have a yellow 
Labrador named 
Martin Luther! 

Jan Fisher 
 Mansfield, OH 

Annual Lenten  
Breakfast and Worship at  

First English Lutheran Church, 
Mansfield, OH 
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Spiritual growth is a long road, but it’s important 
to keep feeding the growth process! It’s not just 
about attending church for one hour on 
Sunday — it’s about spending time with God in 
daily devotions and prayer.  Set aside a special 
time on your schedule for this time with God.  
First thing in the morning with your cup of coffee 
or tea, mid-day after lunch if your schedule 
permits, or evening time after dinner or before 
bed.  There are many wonderful devotion 
books available. One that is very popular and 

always available on Amazon or at 
your favorite Christian book store is 
“Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young.  
There are several versions you might 
want to check out. “Jesus Calling” 
is also available as an app for Smart 
Phones. Another Smart Phone app 
that my pastor recommends is 
BibleGateway. Lots is available on 
that app.  Sola Publishing also has 
devotions, as well as NALC via 
Facebook or email to your inbox. I 
have installed “Olivetree” Bible 

Study app on my phone and use it everyday! It 
was FREE, as many are. 
 
Now that we’ve talked about devotions and 
drawing closer to God, our Spirituality Team 
would like to have a few more members. Do 
you think this is something that you might be 
called to do? It’s about sharing your gifts with 
other Christian women. It’s not a huge time 
commitment, so if this request tugs on your 
heart think about contacting Jan Fisher, team 
member at email: janfisher2002@yahoo.com. 

Jan Fisher, Spirituality Team Member 

Spiritual Growth 

The WNALC Council reports the vote was over-
whelmingly "Yes" for the ratification of the 
Operational Guidelines revision. Look for your 
formalized copy of the newly ratified Opera-
tional Guidelines that will be sent out via email 
in the coming weeks. 

Linda Brower, WNALC Council Vice President 

Operational Guidelines 



Through the Week with God 
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Monday:  “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”   Proverbs 17:22 
  

Begin this new week with a song and a smile, 
It will lift your heart for a long, long while. 

 
Tuesday:  “Take therefore no thought for the morrow;  

for the morrow shall take thought for things of itself.”  Matthew 6:34 
 

Don’t put off time tomorrow the good that you can do, 
Tomorrow is only a vision but today belongs to you! 

 
Wednesday:  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear.”  1 John 4:18 

 
Put aside your fears today and look to God above, 
Remembering His promise—there is no fear in love. 

 
Thursday:  “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God.”  Romans 8:28 

 
Resolve today to trust in God and you will understand, 

Though trial and sorrow come to us, we’re safely in His hand. 
 

Friday:  “With God nothing shall be impossible.”  Luke 1:37 
 

Perhaps there is some difficult task or a loving deed to do, 
Begin today with confidence and God will see you through. 

 
Saturday:  “Love one another” 1 John 4:11 

 
Lighten the heart of a friend today,  

brighten a life that’s dim, 
For when you’re kind to Christ’s brethren,  

you show your love for Him. 
 

Sunday:  “Serve the Lord with gladness.”  Psalms 100:2 
 

Show your love for God today  
by helping someone in need. 

And as you serve Him,  
you will find that you are blessed indeed. 

 
 
I received this devotion years ago from a good friend of 
mine.  Her mother and grandmother would pray this during 
the week.  May it speak to you of God’s love for us and the 
love we have for one another! 

Pat Dittrich, WNALC Council Secretary 
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“Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  

Then you will be able to test and approve what  
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

~Romans 12:2  



Ministry Partners: 
Awakening Lives to World Missions 

Rev. William Moberly 
PO Box 67432 

Albuquerque, NM  87193-7432 
505-803-5271 

pastorbill@alwm.org 
www.alwm.org  

 
Lutheran CORE 

Rev. Dennis Nelson 
PO Box 1741 

Wausau, WI  54402-1741 
888-810-4180 or 909-274-8591 
lcorewebmail@gmail.com or 

dennisdnelsonaz@yahoo.com 
www.lutherancore.org 

 
China Service Ventures 

Rev. Paul Martinson 
1407 Cleveland Ave N 

Saint Paul, MN  55108-1410 
651-659-1396 

office@chinaserviceventures.org 
www.chinaserviceventures.org  

 
Lutherans for Life 

Rev. Michael Salemink 
1101 5th St 

Nevada, IA 50201-1816 
888-364-5433 / 515-382-2077 

info@lutheransforlife.org 
www.lutheransforlife.org 

 
East European Missions Network 

Rev. David Breidenbach 
8210 Louisiana Blvd NE, Suite B 
Albuquerque, NM  87113-1761 

505-994-3278 
office@eemn.org 

www.eemn.org  
 

Lutheran Lay Renewal 
Mr. William Oehschlager 

209 Thornwood Dr 
Butler, PA  16001-3443 

724-287-5151 
llraj316@gmail.com 

http://lutheranrenewal.com/ 
(Continued on page 7) 
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The NALC wants congregations to connect 
directly with ministry and mission agencies 
throughout North America and beyond to 

proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and serve 
human need. Listed first are the NALC’s Ministry 
Partners, with whom the NALC as a whole has a 

close working relationship. Listed second are 
the NALC’s Recognized Ministries, some of 

which relate to NALC congregations or Mission 
Districts or are ministries commended by the 
NALC. All of the ministries listed below have 

been vetted by the NALC. Congregations and 
individuals are encouraged to use and support 

these ministries. 
 

We, as the Women of the NALC Mission Support 
Team, would encourage each and 

every ladies’ group to adopt one of the Ministry 
Partners as well as one of the 

Recognized Ministries of the NALC to support.  
It is so vital and important that we 

do this as part of our ministry within our church 
body and beyond.  

Our Mission Bank offerings are  
a part of our mission support too. 

Please familiarize yourselves with these 
ministries and pray to be led to support 

one national and one international mission. 
Your support will be such a blessing 

and will help increase the ability of these 
missions to do so much more than is 

now possible. We are truly blessed to be a 
blessing. 

 
Pam Charas, WNALC Council Member & 

Mission Support Team Leader 

I d e a s : 
Adopt a Ministry Partner or 

Recognized Ministry 



 
Philos Project 

Ms. Nicole Manolo 
79 Madison Ave  7th Floor 
New York, NY 10016-7802 

646-828-7393 
nicole@philosproject.org 
www.philosproject.org 

 
Lutheran Bible Translators 

Dr. Mike Rodewald 
PO Box 789 

Concordia, MO 64020-0789 
800-532-4253 

mike.rodewald@lbt.org 
www.lbt.org  

 
SMI Haiti 

Ms. Kit Brunson 
8327 Haggard Ct 

Martinsville, IN  46151-9354 
317-496-4622 

contact@smihaiti.org 
www.smihaiti.org 

 
Lutheran World Relief 

Mr. Daniel V. Speckhard 
PO Box 17061 

Baltimore, MD  21298-9832 
800-597-5972 
www.lwr.org  

 
Water Mission 
Mr. Kevin Herr 
PO Box 71489 

Charleston, SC 29415-1489 
843-769-7395 

kherr@watermission.org 
www.watermission.org 

 
Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries 

Rev. Leslie Haines 
3480 Stellhorn Rd 

Fort Wayne, IN  46815-4630 
260-755-2239 

lmvfm.org@gmail.com 
www.lmvfm.org  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Friends of Madagascar Mission 
Rev. David Lerseth 

PO Box 46381 
Eden Prairie, MN  55344-6381 

847-445-8177 
friendsofmadagascarmission@gmail.com 

www.madagascarmission.org  
 

Sola Publishing 
Rev. Steven King 

PO Box 521 
Maple Lake, MN  55358-0521 

888-887-9840 
sking@solapublishing.com 
www.solapublishing.org 

 
India Transformed/UEMI 

Ms. Gwynne Gonnerman 
PO Box 22420 

Denver, CO  80222-0420 
720-404-1631 

www.indiatransformed.org  
 

World Mission Prayer League 
Rev. Chuck Lindquist 

232 Clifton Ave 
Minneapolis, MN  55403-3466 

612-871-6843 
wmpl@wmpl.org 
www.wmpl.org 

 
Life Together Churches 

Rev. Tom Hilpert 
625 Spring Creek Road 

Lebanon, TN 37087-0362 
615-354-4278 

revtwh@gmail.com 
www.lifetogetherchurches.org/  

 
Recognized Ministries: 

Commission Expeditions 
Rev. Jennifer Gold 

PO Box 155 
Helotes, TX 78023-0155 

210-363-6598 
goldexpeditions@gmail.com 

www.commissionexpeditions.org/ 

          (Continued from page 6) 

Adopt a Ministry Partner or Recognized Ministry, cont. 
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For more information about 
NALC endorsed missionaries 

and the Great Commission 
Society, visit the  websites 

below: 

Be sure to submit your 
group’s 2017 membership info 
form to your mission district 

representative. 

Send in your stories, pictures, 
blogs, or events   

  

Please send your stories, pictures, blogs, or 
event information to Lane Magera, editor at 
wnalcnews@yahoo.com by May 15, 2017 for 

inclusion in the next edition of News for 
Women of the North American Lutheran 

Church.  Photos included in this newsletter are 
the property of the article’s subjects.  Please 

contact them for permission to reuse. Wheat Ridge Ministries 
Mr. Richard Herman 

One Pierce Pl, Suite 250E 
Itasca, IL  60143-2616 

800-762-6743 
www.wheatridge.org 

 
Malawi Orphan Care Project  

Mr. Kenneth Ekegren 
53 Park Ave W 

Mansfield, OH 44902-1602 
419-512-9710 

info@malawiorphancareproject.org 
www.malawiorphancareproject.org 

(Continued from page 7) 

Adopt a Ministry Partner or 
Recognized Ministry, cont. 

NALC Missionaries: 
http://thenalc.org/missionaries/  

Great Commission Society:  
http://thenalc.org/great-commission-society/  

80 & Over Birthday Party from  
St. Thomas Lutheran,    

Trufant, MI 

Have you  
thought of  
this Idea? 

Have you  
thought of  
this Idea? 

A party thrown for 
all in community 
who are age 80 

and over this year,  
Have a cupcake 
with a candle for 
each attendee. 

Submit your  
favorite ideas from  

Your Group to share! 
Send your favorite ideas  

to appear in our next issue!   
Email them to wnalcnews@yahoo.com 



 
AMY WERNER 

331 Hill Churches Road, Latrobe, PA 15650 
(724) 244-4242 

awerner.wnalc@gmail.com 
  

-Atlantic Mission District (27) 
CT, DE, ME, MD (east), MA, NH,  

NJ,NY (east), PA (east), RI, VT, & DC  
-Mid-Northeast Mission District (32) 

Western MD, western NY, western PA & WV  
       

CLYDE SANDERS 
142 Rocky Well Road, Lexington, SC 29072 

(803) 608-4855 
jcsanders11@windstream.net 

  
-Carolinas Mission District (41) 

North & South Carolinas 
       

LANE MAGERA 
420 West Second Street, Trufant, MI 49347 

(847) 714-3876 
WNALCnews@yahoo.com 

  
-Great Plains Mission District (14) 

Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska & Oklahoma 
-Great River Mission District (19) 

Illinois 
-Caribbean & Hispanic Mission District (3) 

Caribbean & Hispanic Ministries 
-Western Dakotas, Montana, 

& Wyoming Mission District(5) 
Western Dakotas, MT, & WY 

       
PAM CHARAS 

5624 Mark Dale Drive, Dayton, OH 45459 
(937) 434-0993    

mcharas@earthlink.net 
   

-Northeast Ohio Mission District (9) 
Northeast Ohio 

-Northwest Ohio Mission District (7) 
Northwest Ohio 

-Southeast Ohio Mission District (13) 
Southeast Ohio 

-Southwest Ohio Mission District (11) 
Southwest Ohio 

-North Central Ohio Mission District (16) 
North Central Ohio 

  
 

 
JESSIE PHILLIPS, Chair 
N562 County Road R, Watertown WI 53098 
(920) 285-1558   
jmp218@att.net 
  
-Central Pacific Mission District (4) 
Northern CA & Northern NV 
-Minkota Mission District (16) 
MN & eastern ND 
-North Texas Mission District (5) 
TX (north) 
-South Texas Mission District (25) 
TX (south) & LA 
-Southwest Pacific Mission District (8) 
AZ, southern CA, HI, & southern NV 
-Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Mission District(18) 
WI & Upper MI 
      
LINDA BROWER, Vice Chair 
310 Cedar Circle, Brenham, TX 77833 
(979) 203-6828 
LindaB.wnalc@hotmail.com 
  
-Heartland Mission District (13) 
Indiana & Kentucky 
-Iowa Mission District (35) 
Iowa 
      
PAT DITTRICH, Secretary 
PO Box 341, Orchard, TX  77464 
(713) 254-0044 
pdittrich.wnalc@gmail.com 
  
-Eastern South Dakota  
Mission District (16) 
Eastern South Dakota 
-Mid-South Mission District (8) 
AL, AR, FL panhandle, GA, MS, & TN 
-Northwest Mission District (6) 
AK, ID, OR, & WA 
-Rocky Mountain Mission District (4) 
CO, NM, UT, & TX below NM 
-Sonshine Mission District of Florida(5) 
Florida (except panhandle area) 
-Virginia Mission District (5) 
Virginia 
      
ROBBIE CONLEY, Treasurer 
8307 Scott Road, Hubbard Lake, MI 49747 
(210) 347-2417 
RLConley.wnalc@gmail.com 
                              
-Canada Mission District (22) 
Canada 
-Michigan Mission District (8) 
Michigan (Lower Peninsula) 
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THE WOMEN OF THE 

Connecting with our Sisters in Christ to Share God’s Love 
Mission Donation Deposit Slip 

                                   Individual     Church                   Mission District Group           Other 
  

 Name:   _________________________________________________ 
  

 Address:   _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

 
 Amount of Donation: ________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Women of the NALC and note “Mission Donation” on the memo. 
Send to:  Women of the NALC, 2299 Palmer Drive Suite 220, New Brighton, MN  55112-2202 

Donor’s Information 

Donation Amount 
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WNALC Membership Information  2017 
 

Church Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________State:__________   Zip: ____________ 
Mission District (if known):  __________________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Women’s Group: 
Women’s Organization Name: _________________________________________________________ 
Size: (total # women & #circles/groups) ________________________________________________ 
When does your women’s group elect new officers?       Spring     Fall     Month ___________ 
 
Are you rostering as an individual member?  Please circle:       Yes     No 
 
#1 Contact Name: __________________________________________Position: __________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________________________State: ______________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: ___________________________ Email Address: ______________________________________ 
 
#2 Contact Name:__________________________________________ Position: __________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________________________State: ______________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: ___________________________ Email Address: ______________________________________ 
 
We ask for two contacts so that you can be assured of receiving the information should something happen   
to one contact (new email, relocation, health issue, or becomes inactive for any reason). 
 
 
PLEASE SEND IN MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION ANNUALLY, in December or January.   
MEMBERS & MEMBER GROUPS ARE ROSTERED FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR & NEED TO RENEW EACH YEAR. 
    

 This information is used to maintain a membership roster that enables us to communicate news and 
activities of the WNALC and facilitates voting and ratification as needed.  

 For elections and ratification processes, each congregation has one vote.  At the Annual Gathering, 
the voting packet will be given to one person from each congregation represented. 

 Complete this form, and send to the WNALC Women’s Council representative for your Mission District. 
 Individual women of an NALC congregation that does not have an organized women’s ministry or  

may be trying to organize a congregational women’s ministry are encouraged to become a member 
of WNALC. 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: All communications (newsletters, correspondence, etc.) will be sent by Email so it is important 
that you submit a contact with an Email address.  If you do not have a person with email to receive your 
communications, please list as your #1 Contact the church office, along with their email. 

 
 

Revised January 2017 


