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Grace & Peace,
I am rarely at a loss for words. However, since returning from Lutheran Week, I have been
at a loss for words. The outpouring of prayers & support I received in Indianapolis left me
amazed & humbled. Thank you all for being such a wonderful body of women who are
not merely hearers of God’s words but women who walk them out in your daily lives.
You, the Women of the NALC, have elected truly amazing women to serve on the Council.
Each one brings unique gifts & a willingness to share those gifts for God’s greater good. We
are blessed to have Shelia Westrick & Kim Isiminger join Marcella, Rachel, Jill, Jody & me on the Council.
Lane & Pat, we miss you so much already. Thank you for entrusting the leadership of the Council to me.
Special thank you & shout out to: Brenda Berggren, Linda Brower, Lynn Standrich, Dana Busch, Rev. Leslie
Haines, Nijhar Minz-Ekka, Mary Bates, Pastor Trina Petersen, Anne Gleason & all who attended our Gathering! You all made the day so special.
In the oral annual report, I felt it was more important in this time of unrest in our country to define who we
as Women of the NALC are, as opposed to reciting dollar figures & accomplished work. Not because
those things aren’t important, but because right now, we need to be about Kingdom business. We need
to show God’s love for all of humanity. We need to declare our faith while living & leading by Christ’s example. We are the balm to heal this modern-day Gilead. I ended my time before the assembly with the
words of Peter, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks
the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen” 1 Peter 4:10-11 (NIV). That sums up quite well who we are & what we do. Each one of us uses our
gifts to serve others, so in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.
Indy was such a great experience & I am looking forward to next year in Pittsburgh where “girls just wanna have fun”. (If you were in Indy or streamed it live you will get that joke!) The venue in Pittsburgh, the
Omni William Penn Hotel, has a real feel of the 1920’s. It is a step back in time & fittingly we are going to
have fun with it. You don’t want to miss the Pittsburgh Lutheran Week, so start planning to attend now!
Continue to be the blessing that you are to the kingdom of God!
Jacqui
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“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
Hebrews 12:1b (ESV)
The WNALC Annual Gathering was held on Tuesday, August 6th at
Lutheran Week in Indianapolis. More than 85 of our sisters in Christ
worshipped together; joined in song, prayer, praise & thanksgiving.

The Rev. Leslie Haines,
of Lutheran Veterans
& Families Ministries,
Inc. (LMVFM), was the
honored
guest
&
speaker. LMVFM is a
Christian
non-profit
(501c3)
faith-based
ministry, dedicated to
serving military veterans, military contractors & their families in
need of care & assistance, regardless of
faith or religious affiliation.

The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin was one of
many who enjoyed visiting with Dooley,
a therapy dog in training at LMVFM.

For more information visit lmvfm.com
www.wnalc.org
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2019 WNALC Gathering attendees voted
on
the
2019-2020
Council. Five current
members & two new
members now serve
you in the sevenwoman crew. At our
first meeting that same
evening we decided
on positions & responsibilities to ensure that
members (that’s you!)
are
supported
&
served in the best ways
possible. Here is a little
glimpse into who we
are!

Left to Right
BR: Marcella Nelson ♦ Jody Ford ♦ Jacqui El Torro ♦ Rachel Busch Jones
FR: Kim Isiminger ♦ Jill Nesheim ♦ Sheila Westrick

I am Jacqui El Torro, the chair of the Women of the NALC. Over the last year I have served
on the council as chair & also the mission team leader. I also serve on the Lutheran Week
Long Range Planning Team for the NALC.
I am a member of A New Thing Christian Church in Lithonia, Georgia, where we call ourselves ANTS. The Rev. Trina M. Petersen is the pastor. I have held various positions in my former church on congregational, synodical & churchwide levels.
I am married with two adult children, one adult grandchild, four grand-dogs & one grand-cat.
“The Lord announces the word, and the women who proclaim it are a mighty throng.” Psalms 68:11 (NIV)
We value you & the gifts that God blessed you with to share with the Church & all of creation. Take the
time to respond to me directly or through your mission district representative how we as a Council could
serve you better & equally important how you can serve the NALC. We are wanting to hear from you!
May grace & favor be your constant companions.
Jacqui
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I’m Jody Ford

My husband Roger is a retired registered nurse. I have a background as an administrative assistant working for several companies
over the years. My last job was my most rewarding
as I worked for Lutheran Military Veterans & Families Ministries (LMVFM). I’m now fully retired, but I
serve as a board member of LMVFM.
We have three a d u l t children, seven grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, two dogs & two
cats.
We moved from Fort Wayne, to Kendallville, Indiana, to be closer to our family last year. We
watching our grandsons play football, baseball & marching band. I also enjoy knitting, crocheting,
I am proud to be serving on the WNALC Council
again this year as fellowship team leader. I know
God put me in this position to help move our
forward & to do outstanding work in the
coming year. I am here to help promote the
Women of
NALC any way I

I have been married to Dave Isiminger for 38 years. We have two adult
children & five grandchildren. We
share our home with Brutus & Titus,
two very lazy, furry, four-legged
friends.
I graduated from Geneva College in
Beaver Falls, PA with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration, after which I worked in a
variety of administrative positions where I found
that I had a knack for the newest technology –
personal computers. Because of my knowledge of
& experience with computers & software, I was encouraged to pursue my masters degree in Library &
Information Science & become certified as a
school library media specialist. I worked in that field
at the middle & high school levels until my retirement in 2018. Looking back, I am amazed at the
path along which God has led me, the people by
whom He has blessed me, & how He has drawn me
so much closer to Him.
Since my retirement, I have enjoyed chaperoning
school field trips, knitting lots of hats, scarves,
sweaters, shawls & helping to launch the Women
of Christ the King at my church in Evans, Georgia. I
am excited to join with the group of amazing women currently serving on the WNALC Council & look
forward to serving all of the women who are part
of the North American Lutheran Church.

My name is Jill Nesheim & I live on the beautiful shore of Devils Lake, North Dakota with my
husband Ed of over 40 years. We are both recently retired; my husband from farming/
ranching & agricultural sales & me from being a teacher, school counselor &/or
bookkeeper. We have three children & seven grandchildren.
I grew up in a small town of 110 people in North Dakota, was baptized into the American
Lutheran Church & have been a Lutheran all my life. I have always tried to serve God &
the Church. I started playing hymns for Sunday school in 5th grade & have been involved
with Sunday school, Bible school & women’s groups ever since. Being one of the “church ladies” is a
comfortable role for me & gives me a place in the church family. Having the privilege to serve on the
Women’s Council is an honor & another way for me to be of service.
I have many hobbies & activities that I love including quilting & more quilting (both for personal & for missions), reading, crocheting, scrapbooking, movies, travel, XC & downhill skiing & restoring/fixing things.

www.wnalc.org
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Hi, I’m Rachel, coming to you from
my seventh-generation family farm
in Champaign, Illinois. In 2002, I
headed off to get my bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Leadership at
Oklahoma State University & then
put down shallow roots for a few
years after graduation. The corn, soybeans & good
black dirt called me home in 2010. I now live back
on the farm with my husband Steve, our three-year
-old daughter Jaci & a passel of farm creatures. My
folks are right across the drive.
I am a founding member of New Beginnings Lutheran Church in Mahomet, Illinois, & presently
serve as vice president of the congregation. I manage an office for an environmental consulting firm
& do side work as a freelance professional organizer. I do my best to volunteer with various entities,
both local & virtual, when I can.
In my spare time – haha, little joke – after my fulltime job, side business, church, family & the farm, I
ride my horses & I run barrels/rodeo. I’m an avid
reader when I get a few minutes to open a book.
I’m a bit of a travel junkie; a sunny, sandy beach is
my favorite place to be!
I’m excited to be a part of the WNALC. When I
asked my pastor to sign me up for what I thought
was just a women’s conference I had no idea that
it was an Annual Gathering for an actual organization! One of my goals for my term is to work with my
fellow Council members to get the word out to our
congregations about the WNALC; our purpose, our
service, our support system & our faith.

I live in Brookfield, Wisconsin, having
moved there from Minot, North Dakota in 2017. My husband Ken serves
as the pastor of Calvary Lutheran
Church, where I lead Bible studies &
volunteer with the mission, outreach
& evangelism Committees. I appreciate being a part of the community & the opportunities this provides to serve & to bear witness to
Christ. I also serve on the board of trustees for
Mount Carmel Ministries in Alexandria, Minnesota, a
Christian Family Retreat Center, where my family
has often spent time in the summer.
I have witnessed God’s faithfulness in the many
communities I have had the privilege to live in; a
small town, a mid-sized city, a suburb, a metropolitan area & a farm. I also spent five years as a missionary in Tanzania. Through these experiences I
have also had the joy of meeting so many fellow
Christians who have strengthened me in my faith
by their witness to Jesus Christ.
Ken & I have three daughters; Johanna, Else-Marie
& Ingrid, & a son-in-law, Alex. Outdoor activities,
family history projects, Scandinavian history & exploring my new surroundings in Wisconsin are what I
like to do for fun. I enjoy finding time for a good
cup of coffee with friends to round out my weekly
activities.
“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:21-23 (NIV)

My name is Sheila Westrick. I have been married for 45 years with two grown children &
nine grandchildren ages 0 to 17 years.
I am a retired nurse after 35 years mostly spent at The Ohio State University Medical Center.
I have been a member of Zion Lutheran, Saint Marys, Ohio, for five years. I have served as
an elder & elder chair as well as on council. I chaired the St Marys Canal Walk for Water for
two years.
My goal in life now is to figure out how to be the best disciple I can be. I also enjoy camping & boating on Grand Lake in Ohio.

www.wnalc.org
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Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response coordinator,
addressed the Women of the NALC at our 2019
Annual Gathering. She spoke to the group about
what was accomplished over the last year in regards to outreach for the natural disasters that
have afflicted countless people across the United States. Flood, tornadoes, wildfires & hurricanes
are just a short list of the catastrophes NALC Disaster Response faced head-on. At year-end
2018, the WNALC pushed for a Bible drive & our
women delivered!
During Lutheran Week the little Tonka Truck with
the BIG heart was loaded up with 366 gift card donations for NALC Disaster Response.

Disaster Warehouse
Send non-monetary NALC
810 Main Street
donations to: Caldwell, OH 43724
For more information please visit thenalc.org/nalc-disaster-response

www.wnalc.org
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An agenda item for our August 6th WNALC Gathering in Indianapolis was voting on Mission
Bank recipients for the upcoming year. Each year one international & one national mission
is selected & voted on by the delegates at the gathering. Our recipients for the upcoming
year are Lutheran Bible Translators & Bethesda Lutheran Communities, both Recognized
Ministries of the NALC.
Lutheran Bible Translators work in 16 different countries around the world to translate the
Bible for those who do not yet have the Scriptures in their native tongue. The majority of the world’s 7,000
languages do not yet have a complete translation of the Bible. Bible translation is a long process & needs
ongoing support to have the necessary time for this vital mission.
Bethesda Lutheran Communities serves persons with intellectual & developmental disabilities across the
United States through numerous locations & a variety of services. Bethesda’s services include: group
homes, host homes, church disability ministries, thrift shops, employment support, camps, educational
support including Bethesda College. The goal is to help these persons realize a greater sense of independence & a closer connection to their community.
Kindly remember to support these ministries with your prayers & offerings throughout the year.
Marcella

Lutheran Bible Translators
P.O. Box 789
Concordia, MO 64020
660.225.0810
Website: lbt.org

www.wnalc.org

Bethesda Lutheran Communities
600 Hoffman Dr.
Watertown, WI 53094
800.369.4636
Website: bethesdalc.org
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Thank You for Calling ‘The Bible Study Hotline’
If you are the only one who has read the assignment for the fifth meeting in a row; please
press 1 for a no-judgement venting session.
If it’s Ruth’s turn to choose the study & she wants to read Revelation again to “look for more symbolism;”
please press 2 for an alternative study.
If you were supposed to bring a tray of cookies shaped like tiny Bibles but they currently look like two
large stone tablets of commandments; please press 3 for Pinterest fails.
For instructions on how to carve Noah’s Ark out of a wheel of cheese; please press 4.
To find a Bible study group with less complicated snack standards; please press 5.
If you always read the assignment but life got crazy, so you just read the footnotes, explanatory
translation notes & cheater helps at the back of the book (just this one time you swear); please press
6.
For tips on how to pull the conversation away from Sheila’s latest life drama to the current study;
please press 7.
If everyone hated the Bible study you chose; please press 8.
If you need a Bible study that has enough “symbolism” to keep Ruth happy but that’s not too energetic
or controversial as to drag Sheila down a rabbit hole, & also leaves plenty of time for prayer circle;
please press 9.
If you couldn’t hear all the options because you are calling from church & Sunday school just let out;
please press 0 to repeat the menu.
Adapted from Julie Vick’s “Thank You for Calling the Book Club Helpline”
Real Simple Magazine – June 2019, pg. 144.

www.wnalc.org
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The Salem Women have collected donations to create health/hygiene & cleaning kits to provide disaster
relief for the Dayton, Ohio area following the devastating tornados & for the flood victims in the Midwest.
As of date they have assembled over 500 health kits & approximately 300 or more cleaning kits for cleanup. The kits that are not used locally will go to the NALC Disaster Response. They’ve also sent a request to
the local Kohl’s since the employees have been so helpful with purchases for the kits - response TBA!

Women’s guest night: Carolyn Carlson had a trunk
show of dozens of her quilting projects.
Girl Scouts & their leaders/moms did all of the kitchen
work! Fun was had by all!
Story submitted by Verlyss Jacobson

www.wnalc.org

9

July.August.September 2019

My trip to Tanzania in East Africa began in 2002 at the
age of 70. I’ve always wanted to be a missionary & I always wanted to go to Africa. My first trip was with Pastor
Campbell & two others went with me to visit our partner
church, located in the town of Bariadi, in the Bariadi District.
Upon our arrival we wasted no time in visiting villages in
the area. We visited with the people in each village &
each time we were given a soda. During the day we visited at least seven villages & yes, a soda each time. By
the end of the day the sodas began to build up in our
bodies. There were no rest areas close by & it was not a
comfortable feeling. This was not the most important
thing going on but was very memorable to each of us.
We were there for two weeks & it went very fast. As we
said goodbyes, I promised to return the next year.
I returned the next summer for three months. I stayed with
Pastor Mkaro & his wife who had only been married a
few months. Pastor spoke English but his wife was not fluent. We managed with smiling & gestures to help understand what each was saying. We got along just fine.
The services on Sunday started at 8:00 a.m. & after the
first service we went to a village for another service.
Some of the villages were quite a distance. It was an enjoyable time with the people in the villages & sometimes I
gave a message with the help of an interpreter.
During those three months I met many orphans; usually
boys, because the girls stayed at the homes doing work,
some taking care of smaller children.
One day I commented to the pastor that they needed
an orphanage because there was no place close for the
children to have a safe place for them to stay. The Pastor
agreed with me about an orphanage. I began praying a
lot for several days about this because I had no information myself on building an orphanage. One day I
heard a small voice say to me “if you don’t do it, it won’t
get done.” I had never had God speak to me in this way
before. I then asked the Pastor to get plans & how much
it would cost. Several days went by & finally the plans for
the orphanage & how much it would cost were given to
me.
It was soon time for me to return home. When I got
home, I showed the plans & amount of money for the
orphanage to my Pastor. My Pastor looked it over & slowly gave his approval. I was not very happy with the response I got but would let it settle for a while.
One day I received a phone call from a person who
asked me if I would like to go to a church & tell about
the work in Tanzania. I jumped at the opportunity & was
asked to speak at more churches. It was wonderful! The
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money started to come in to fund the orphanage. To
make a long story short, the building of the orphanage
began in 2003 & was finished in 2009.

The people in the church in Bariadi started to gather children for the orphanage. We started small, a few children
at a time. We took children who had no mother or father
& were around three or four years of age. Luckily, it wasn’t hard to find sponsors for the children. We now have
24 children & the sponsors pay $60 per month per child.
There are seven children who go to secondary school &
this costs more money. It costs an additional $200 per
child for a year of school. In 2020, nine more students will
be ready for secondary school.
It is a choice for them: either they attend school, or their
education is finished. I wish I could work a miracle for
them, but luckily, I have something better! I TRUST IN
GOD. I cannot tell you how important school is to the
guardians for these children. They will do a lot for them so
that they get good schooling. These children have nothing to back them up. They have nothing. I pray that they
will receive what is needed for each one & they will get
a good beginning in their life.
If you would like more information, please contact me:

Marjorie Beam
P. O. Box 253, Jackson Center, OH 45334
937.596.6883
OR
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 328, Jackson Center, OH 45334
937.596.6516
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India

Come: journey through a country vibrant & alive with thousands of years of history existing side by side with the modern world.
See: a colorful land with bustling cities, remote villages,
temples, forts & palaces.
Relish: taste treats that will inspire your palate.
Shop: for craft items created by skilled hands.
Get to know: a diverse people who bring life to their country.
Cost: approximately $3500 all-included, doubleoccupancy.

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
Some of you may know me, others may have heard of me, & to some, this is a first introduction. My name
is Pam Charas. I’ve been to India over 12 times. I was privileged to accompany Bishop John Bradosky &
Pastor Gemechis Buba on their first visit to India.
I have been troubled by the fact that mission trips to India are no longer scheduled & probably won’t be
for several years. Therefore, I decided to plan a private tour of India. John Peter Kirubagaran, United
Evangelical Mission director, has graciously agreed to go with us! I believe you would find this trip interesting, exciting & informational.
Please prayerfully consider joining us! Feel free to share the information with your congregations, friends &
family, in your church bulletin/newsletter, etc. The deadline to register for the trip is October 31 st, 2019.
The trip is limited to 6-10 people.
The cost of the trip may vary depending on a few things: the cost of your flights to Bangalore & home
from Delhi, whether you already have a passport, the cost of an India visa & whether you will share a
room with someone. Breakfast is included in all the hotels. Pastors need to indicate on their visa application that they are self-employed, or you won’t be able to get into the country!
If you let me know you are interested in the trip, I can share more information with you. For now, interested parties can send me their contact information: full name, phone number, email address & home address. Please note, this trip in no way has any association with India Transformed (IT) as it is a private tour.
“IT” is a US charity supporting UEM.
I hope you will give this trip your prayerful consideration. If you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to call me at: (937) 434-0993 or email at: mcharas@earthlink.net. I’m here to help.
With a heart in the shape of India, your Sister in Christ,
Pam Charas

www.wnalc.org
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Check out our new look!

Please send your content to
Rachel Busch Jones at
womenofthenalc@gmail.com
by November 15th
for inclusion in the next edition.
Photos included in this
newsletter are the property of
the article’s subjects. Please
contact those individuals for
permission to reuse.

Get news & daily Bible messages!
“WNALC-Women of the NALC”
www.facebook.com/groups/WNALC

wnalc.org

If you &/or your church is not
registered with the WNALC for
2019, please do so now!
There are no annual fees,
membership fees or required
donations — just a registration
so you can receive newsletters,
upcoming information, vote on
business & stay connected.

WNALC General Fund donations
help with the WNALC website,
WNALC Council Fall Retreat,
WNALC display table at Lutheran
Week & the WNALC Annual
Gathering.
WNALC Mission Fund donations
are collected & split between
the National & International
Mission recipients voted on at
the previous Annual Gathering.
We thank you for choosing to
support the Women of the NALC!
We hope you continuously uplift
the WNALC in your prayers to
serve as God wills.
WNALC
c/o North American Lutheran Church
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220
New Brighton, MN 55112-2202
DESIGNATION:
WNALC Mission Fund or WNALC General Fund

Please complete the “Join the
WNALC” form HERE!

NALC Guides
Great Commission Society: thenalc.org/gcs
NALC Global Workers: thenalc.org/international-mission

Recognized Ministries:
Bethesda Lutheran Communities: bethesdalc.org
Commission Expeditions: commissionexpeditions.org
Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch: dakotaranch.org
Gudina Tumsa Foundation: gtfus.org
Lamp Ministry: lampministry.org
Lutheran Bible Translators: lbt.org
Lutheran Collegiate Bible Institute: lcbi.sk.ca

Malawi Orphan Care Project: malawiorphancareproject.org

Water Mission: watermission.org
We Raise Foundation: weraise.org

www.wnalc.org

Ministry Partners
Awakening Lives to World Missions: alwm.org
China Service Ventures: chinaserviceventures.org
East European Missions Network: eemn.org
Friends of Madagascar Mission: madagascarmission.org
India Transformed/UEMI: indiatransformed.org
Life Together Churches: lifetogetherchurches.org
Lutheran CORE: lutherancore.org
Lutherans for Life: lutheransforlife.org
Lutheran Lay Renewal: lutheranrenewal.com
Lutheran Military Veterans & Families Ministries: lmvfm.org
Lutheran World Relief: lwr.org
Sola Publishing: solapublishing.org
SMI Haiti: smihaiti.org
World Mission Prayer League: wmpl.org
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