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Chair’s Corner
Grace and Favor,
Those who know me beyond
the writings you read here, know Jacqui El Torro
that I have been troubled by the condition that
America now finds itself it. This is a time where
Christians are questioning each other's faith.
Some saying, you can’t be a Christian if you
believe this or that. Others saying, “If you were a
Christian you would think like I think.” In all of the
back and forth rhetoric both sides have lost sight
of the root word in Christian. It is Christ.
Christ suffered on the cross for our sins and
transgressions, yet we continue to sin. We
continue to look for things that divide us rather
than the things that bring us together and closer
to Christ Jesus. We all tend to look at things only
from our perspective, giving little to no thought to
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the opposite perspective. It’s our way or the
highway, yet Christ took the time to speak with
everyone. Christ talked with sinners, prostitutes,
thieves and even tax collectors, as well as the
theologians, priest and overseers.
In America today we like to be the person that
is the root of Christianity, to be the Christ in a
homeless person’s life; to bring the words of Christ
to someone who needs comforting. Reach out
beyond our circle to see what life is like for
someone who doesn’t share in our privilege and
blessings. Remember that you are blessed to be
a blessing. Just because we don’t think alike, it
doesn’t mean that Christ didn’t die for both of us.
He died for all of humanity, Christ deemed
everyone and every soul worthy of salvation and
His supreme sacrifice.
So upon reading this let’s be mission minded
and in the words of Nick Ashford and Valerie
Simpson made famous by Diana Ross…

REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEBODY’S HAND:

( Feel free to sing it!)
Reach out and touch
Somebody's hand
Make this world a better place
If you can
Reach out and touch
Somebody's hand
Make this world a better place
If you can
(Just try)
Take a little time out of your busy day
To give encouragement
To someone who's lost the way
(Just try)

Or would I be talking to a stone
If I asked you
To share a problem that's not your own
We can change things if we start giving
Why don't you
Reach out and touch
Somebody's hand
Make this world a better place
If you can
Reach out and touch
Somebody's hand
Make this world a better place
If you can
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but more that I need to see what Jesus is doing with
someone and be ready to respond to their need —
for a friend, for a listening ear, with a word from
God, with a helping hand. It is so freeing to know
the pressure is off!

Spiritual Growth
To grow spiritually we need to
stay connected to Jesus. In John
15:4-5 we are told that as we
remain in Him or stay connected
to Him, He will be with us to bear
fruit.

Peggy Jording

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like
a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned.(ESV)

A book we have been reading in our 24/7 prayer
group is titled Joining Jesus on His Mission: How to
be an everyday Missionary by Greg Finke. The
greatest revelation I learned is “We are not on
mission for Jesus but with Jesus!” The author asks the
questions “How’s Jesus been trying to get your
attention lately? What’s he been showing you?
What’s he been stirring in you? How has he made
you uncomfortable? (pg 20)” These questions
cause us to ask ourselves to look around and see
how Jesus is already at work. Jesus invites us to join
Him on His mission to go with Him. What a relief it is
to know I am not responsible for “saving” someone,

Our job is to watch for, recognize and then
respond to the work Jesus is already doing in the
lives of people around us and then to join Him (pg.
30). Jesus is working to redeem and restore us
humans to God’s kingdom. He is already on the
move, and we are to go with Jesus, not on our own,
not before, but with.
I am one who must do ‘everything’ perfectly.
Thus, I often attempt to avoid sharing Jesus. Greg
Finke points out that Jesus doesn’t need me to be
perfect, He needs me to be me. He is in control,
and I am going out with Him, not alone and not
perfectly. He shares five in depth, very practical
mission practices:
1) Seeking the Kingdom
2) Hearing from Jesus
3) Talking with people
4) Doing good, and
5) Ministering through prayer.
These are the five practices that we do
throughout the week as we are the Church in the
world and joining Jesus in His mission.

Are you looking for a Bible study for your spiritual growth? SOLA Publishing offers many possibilities. The
following suggestions are from their new fall offerings:
Speaking for Christ: Everyday Evangelism Through the Promise of Forgiveness; A NineSession Bible Study Written by Rev. Hugh Brewer and Rev. Dr. Steven E. King.
"Speaking for Christ" is a Bible study on evangelism and what it means to share the message of
Jesus in our everyday life. It approaches the subject by focusing on how God uses us to be His
ambassadors and drives to the heart of the reason Jesus came into the world, to reconcile the
world to Himself through the proclamation of repentance and forgiveness of sins. The study
spotlights Scripture passages related to what Lutherans call "The Office of the Keys" — that is, the power
Jesus gave His disciples to announce the forgiveness of sins in His name. This is a calling and authority Christ
has granted to the whole church and it is foundational to the saving message of the Gospel itself. (Taken
from solapublishing.com)
Cont’d pg. 4
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Disaster Response

Marcella Nelson

NALC Disaster Response Task Force Annual Meeting
September 14-16, 2020 Caldwell, Ohio
I was delighted to attend the annual task force meeting for the NALC
Disaster Response Team as the representative of the WNALC. It was a
pleasure to meet the other members of the task force and to have the
opportunity to see the new national warehouse for NALC Disaster
Response (NALC-DR).

Mary Bates and her husband Ken Watson

Ken Watson, Mary Bates’
husband told me the story of the
plot of land that the new warehouse sits on. 30 years ago, Ken
attended a church retreat and at that retreat God spoke to
him about dedicating this land to serve the Lord. “What could
a person do with what they had to further God’s kingdom?”
was the message. Ken faithfully cared for this plot for 30 years,
clearing it, mowing and tending it, and now the warehouse sits
there serving God’s people who have experienced natural
disasters across the USA. It was a joy to hear Ken’s story and see
God’s hand at work through the congregations supporting
disaster response.

Mary Bates, does a tremendous job as Disaster Response
Coordinator for the NALC. She is available to come to congregations willing to have trainings in many
areas of disaster response and works coordinating the efforts of our 10 regional warehouses. The
locations of the warehouses are as follows: Ohio, two in Texas, two in North Carolina, Maryland,
Oklahoma, Michigan, Illinois and California, with more locations in progress. Congregations are
encouraged to contribute disaster response items to these warehouses so they can respond quickly to
floods, fires, tornadoes, etc.
NALC Disaster Response is one of our Mission Banks
for the current year. You can send your donations for
Mission Banks throughout the year. Also keep on
collecting supplies for this ministry. The NALC website
has more information on Disaster Response as well.
Visit the NALC-DR website at thenalc.org/nalcdisaster-response/
As always, thank you for your continued support of
this vital mission of our church. Working together we
can be the hands and feet of Jesus to people who
have experienced such great losses.
Marcella Nelson,
Vice Chair, WNALC Executive Council and
Disaster Response Taskforce Member

Marcella Nelson, far left, with other members of the
NALC Disaster Response Task Force

Be sure to take a look at the updated list of items for each of the DR kits on page 5!
www.wnalc.org
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Continued from pg. 2

Consider the Years: A Thirteen-Session Bible Study for
Mature Christians; Thirteen sessions written by Rev. Brad
Hales
As the subtitle indicates,
this Bible study was written for mature
Christians. That is, it bears in mind the
unique perspective of those who
have seen many years in their
relationship with God and may
wonder how faith can speak anew to their daily
lives. The study offers 13 brief sessions on issues
seniors must navigate, emphasizing how God's
Word can bring strength and comfort in the
unknown (pg. 5 of the study book).

Walking together: A Bible Study on the Importance of
Fellowship in our Lives as Disciples of Christ.;
Nine sessions written by Rev. Jack Aamot.
One of the most important words we
find in the New Testament is the word
"fellowship." From the Greek word
koinonia, fellowship refers to the life
we share with others in Christ as
brothers and sisters in the family of
God. God gives us this gift by grafting us into the
larger Body of Christ, giving us a place alongside
one another as we journey together in faith. Yet,
too often, we ignore or neglect the ties that bind us
together, thinking that faith is something merely
between us and God alone. But God has made us
a part of something much bigger! He blesses our
lives as disciples of Christ when we walk together
with others, bound in love by "one Lord, one faith,
and one baptism." (Taken from solapublishing.com)
For further information visit SOLA’s website

What are you doing to stay
connected to the Lord?

Council Update
In the last newsletter you were introduced to our
two new council members, Peggy Jording and
Sandy Strohecker. Since then the council has had
the opportunity to meet and reorganize as we do
every year. Although most council positions and
responsibilities remain unchanged, there were a
couple of changes for the coming year.
Officers
• Chair, Jacqui El Torro
• Vice Chair, Marcella Nelson
• Secretary, Sandy Strohecker
• Treasurer, Jill Neshiem
Communications
• Webmaster & Facebook, Rachel Busch Jones
• Newsletter, Kim Isiminger
Disaster Response Task Force Representative
• Marcella Nelson
Fellowship
• Sandy Strohecker
Missions
• Jacqui El Torro
Spritual Growth
• Peggy Jording
“3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
4always in every prayer of mine for you all making
my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am
sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.” Philippians 1:3-6 (ESV)
The Executive Council of the WNALC covets your
prayers for our work as we plan for the coming
year. Our primary methods of communicating
about resources, coordinated efforts and
happenings within the WNALC are our website,
Facebook page and newsletter. We want to
encourage you, once again, to share the
newsletter with the women of your church. Please
consider sending us some photos or news notes
about activities in your churches and women’s
ministry.
Cont’d pg. 5
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NALC Disaster Response Kits
(Revised 10/1/2020)

Flood Bucket
• 1 five-gallon bucket with lid
• 2 large trash bags
• Comet or scouring cleanser
• Pine Sol or liquid cleaner
• Scrub brush
• Dust Mask (N-95 required)
• Rubber Gloves (reusable, i.e. Platex,
dishwasher type)
• Leather gloves (size L preferred)
• Cotton gloves
• Broom
• Rake, shovels, etc.
Health Care Kit
(Pack in 2-gallon Ziplock bag or tote bag)
• 1 Bath towel
• 1 Wash Cloth
• 1 bar of soap in original wrapping (regular size)
• 1 Toothbrush
• 1 pack of floss
• 1 Toothpaste (2 if travel size)
• 1 comb
• 1 deodorant
• 1 nail clipper
Quilts and Blankets
• any size, baby, children and adult
• any fabric including religious, patriotic,
seasonal, military symbols

School Kit – Elementary
• 1 backpack or duffle bag
• 4 notebooks
• 4 pocket folders
• 1 blunt scissors
• 1 ruler
• 1 pencil sharpener
• 4 pencils
• 2 pens
• 1 eraser
• 1 box of crayons
School Kit – High School
• 1 backpack or duffle bag
• 4 notebooks
• 4 pocket folders
• 4 pencils, 1 pencil sharpener & 1 eraser -or• 4 mechanical pencils
• 4 pens
• 1 calculator*
*High school calculators can be donated and
packed separately.
*Any school supply can be donated in bulk
quantities.
Bibles
• new or used
• children’s, teens
• Spanish
• large print
• prayer books
Gift Cards
• Home Depot
• Walmart
• Lowes

Council Update
A great encouragement is our prayers for one
another, and so we pray for you even as we are
spread out across the country and Canada. In
October we will be meeting as a council to plan for
the year ahead and the upcoming gathering next
August in Corpus Christi, Texas. Pray for us — for
safe travels, for health, and for our plans and visions
for the WNALC. The Women of the NALC have
shown that, working together, we can unite our
efforts to spread the Gospel and provide for the
needs of our neighbors.

www.wnalc.org

Cont’d from pg. 4

We so appreciate your partnership with us
through the Mission Bank program, Disaster
Response kits, offerings and gift cards. We also
appreciate your efforts in your congregations and
communities to share the Gospel and encourage
one another in faith. Let’s keep praying for each
other and sharing Jesus with others
through the unique gifts He has given
us and the situations in which He
places us.
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Newsletter Deadlines
Inspire us - Does your congregation
have an uplifting or moving Advent
tradition or project?

Send your story and photos to
kisiminger@gmail.com
by November 1st!

Contact Us

Rachel Busch Jones — womenofthenalc@gmail.com
Jacqui El Torro — jeltorro.wnalc@gmail.com
Marcella Nelson — mnelson.wnalc@gmail.com
Sandy Strohecker — sstrohecker52@gmail.com
Jill Nesheim — jcnquilter@gmail.com
Kim Isiminger — kisiminger.wnalc@gmail.com
Peggy Jording — peggyj@rtconnect.net
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THANK YOU for
Supporting the WNALC & our
Mission Bank Partners!

www.wnalc.org

Register Now!
Many thanks to those churches that have already
updated their contact information for 2020.
If yours has not yet done this — it’s not too late!
Visit WNALC.org > About Us > Contact Us
and click on the “Join the WNALC” button.

WNALC General Fund donations help cover the
costs of our website, the WNALC Annual
Gathering, our display table at Lutheran Week
and more.
WNALC Mission Fund donations are collected &
divided evenly between the two Mission Bank
recipients voted on at the previous year’s
Annual Gathering.
We thank you for choosing to support the
Women of the NALC! We hope you continuously
lift up the WNALC in your prayers that we would
always serve according to God’s will.

WNALC
c/o North American Lutheran Church
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220
New Brighton, MN 55112-2202
********
Be sure to note on your check whether it is for
WNALC General Fund — or — WNALC Mission Fund

Want to learn more about our

If there is not a women’s group at your church,
you are encouraged to register as an individual.

2020-2021 Mission Bank Partners?

Stay connected!

Visit WNALC.org/missionminded/

www.wnalc.org
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