WNALC Newsletter Issue No. 2

Chair’s Corner
Jill Nesheim
Dear Sisters in Christ,
One theme of being a Christian and living a
Christian life is that God has a purpose for each
of us. We have a calling to follow Christ and to
serve Him by serving others in His name.
Usually when we think about tithing, we think of
our money. I also like to think of tithing my time.
We might tithe our time by reading and studying
the Bible, spending time in prayer, serving in
some capacity at church, or making quilts and
kits for Disaster Response and Lutheran World
Relief. We might also tithe our time by going on a
mission trip to help with a Disaster Response or
mission project, teaching Sunday school, or
helping other organizations in our communities.
All of us know the story of Samuel. When God
calls Samuel he answers, “Here I am.” Throughout
the Bible there are many others who answered
God’s call with those same words. In Genesis 22:1
and 11 God calls to Abraham, and Abraham
answers “Here I am.” Again, in Genesis 31:11 and
46:2 God calls to Israel (Jacob) who also answers
“Here I am.” Moses was called by God through
the burning bush in Exodus 3:4 and Moses
answers “Here I am.” Joseph says it in Genesis
37:13, and in Isaiah 6:8 Isaiah says it and adds to
it with, “Here I am. Send me!”
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Here I Am, Lord by Daniel Schutte is a song that
speaks to many because it reminds us that we
are called to serve God and His people. Hum
that song in your head or find it on YouTube,
youtu.be/Z4ATBaI7ycY, to play as you
contemplate if and how God is calling you to
serve. Prayerfully consider what is tugging on
your heart.
The Women’s Council (TWC) of the WNALC is
seeking candidates to run for council at our
virtual Annual Gathering in August. There will be
four open positions. One will be a one-year term
to finish a position that was vacated early and
the other three will be two-year terms. Could this
be something God is calling you to do? The
Eastern, Midwestern and Southern Mission Areas
have been well represented on council over the
years, but we would love to have representatives
from Canada and the western US.
Another place God might be calling you to serve
is as a mission district representative – formerly
known as mission district liaison. TWC would like to
have a representative from each mission district.
Look for Amy’s article in this newsletter to learn
more about this position and how interested
women can apply for it.
One more way you might consider serving is as a
voting delegate for your church at the Annual
Gathering, which will be virtual this year. This is
the easiest position to take on as it is only for a
couple hours this August 2.
How is God calling you to serve? Will you answer,
“Here I am Lord. Send me!”? However you
choose to respond, it will be a blessing to you
and to others.
— Jill
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Spiritual Growth
Witnesses to Christ
Sandra Liska
Many of us have been preparing for Easter
Sunday. At my home church, Our Savior Lutheran
in Three Rivers, Texas, we
have been studying the
Lenten worship series that
coordinates with
Witnesses to Christ:
People from His Passion.
R. Reed Lessing;
Concordia Publishing,
2022. This devotional
takes us through the Holy
Week that ended in
Jesus’ crucifixion, and
ultimately, His
resurrection! It allows us the opportunity to “live”
that week through the perspective of those who
were with Jesus, those who knew Him best, and it
reminds us how our love for and belief in Jesus
Christ as our Savior will give us eternal life.
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world. When God sent His son to
become His sacrificial Lamb, He put into action
His plan of salvation for His children. Herod heard
about the birth of the new King, and he sought to
destroy what he perceived as a threat to his own
earthly kingship. God’s plan was not to be
undone though, and Herod’s plot to kill Jesus
failed because of God’s warning to the three
wisemen.
As Jesus grew, His parents realized He was very
special. Skeptical Jews who witnessed Jesus raise
His friend Lazarus from the dead, quickly reported
to the Pharisees who gathered with the chief
priests to discuss this Jesus. At that point,
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you
understand that it is better for you that one man
should die for the people, not that the whole
nation should perish” (John 12:49-50). Hearing
this, the Jews who had gone to the Pharisees and
the chief priest made plans to put Jesus to death.
Jesus pulled out of the spotlight and went to the
hill country of Ephraim where some of His disciples
were staying.
When it was time for the Passover, many Jews
came to Jerusalem to purify themselves. They
wnalc.org
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wondered if Jesus would attend the Passover
feast. However, Jesus had gone on to Bethany to
be with Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and
Mary. While Martha prepared food for the meal,
Mary sat at Jesus’s feet listening to him. It was at
this time that Mary used a pound of expensive
perfume to wash Jesus’s feet with her hair. The
perfume was so expensive that it was worth a
year’s wages. Mary did the lowliest act of all by
washing Jesus’s feet. Mary showed her reverence
to Jesus. This is like Jesus washing the disciples’
feet.
The next day, Palm Sunday, Jesus triumphantly
entered Jerusalem on a donkey with people
waving palm branches and shouting out praises
for Him. Some came to see Jesus out of curiosity
because He had raised Lazarus from the dead.
Christ came humbly and peacefully. He came
not as a powerless victim, but as the almighty Son
of God.
While in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple and
found that it had become a trading post. He
threw the money changers out of the temple.
Yes, Jesus was angry, but He did not act out of
hate, but to discipline those who were
denigrating his Father’s house.
Maundy Thursday dawned and Jesus made
plans and preparations for the Last Supper, which
would take place the night of the Passover feast.
Jesus prepared Himself and the disciples for His
death. He pointed out the upcoming betrayal of
Judas Iscariot and Peter’s denial of Him. While
the heart of Judas is filled with Satan, Peter would
speak boldly because of his high ego. Jesus
prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail and went
to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. “And
being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and
his sweat became like great drops of blood
falling to the ground” (Luke 22:44 ESV). At the
garden, Judas betrayed Jesus. Jesus was taken
away to the Jewish Council and was questioned
all night. This was when Peter denied any
acquaintance with Jesus.
When daylight came, Good Friday, the cries and
protests of the scribes, chief priests and all the
members of the council frightened Pontius Pilate
until he followed the crowd’s demands and
handed over Jesus to be punished and crucified.
They took Jesus to Golgotha which is also known
as the “place of skull”. Jesus was nailed to the
cross with a robber on each side of Him. One
robber cursed Jesus just as others were doing, but
the other robber was remorseful. “And he said,
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‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.’ And He said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.’” (Luke
23:42-43 ESV). In John 16:28 ESV, we read Jesus’
words, “I came from the Father and have come
into the world, and now I am leaving the world
and going to the Father.”
Resurrection Day, Easter Sunday, is not about the
rabbit! It is about the empty tomb! Jesus wants us
to spread the message of salvation. Only through
our faith in Jesus Christ can we be saved. 1 Peter
2:24-25 ESV says, “He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, … By his wounds you have
been healed. For you were like straying sheep,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ has risen indeed!

Council News
Ratification passed
The Women’s Council (TWC) is pleased to
announce that changes to the WNALC’s
Operational Guidelines (OG), which were
proposed, voted on and passed at the 2021
Annual Gathering in Corpus Christi have now
been ratified. Sixty-two congregations responded
to the request for ratification by the deadline of
February 3, 2022. Of the congregations that
responded, all but one voted “yes” to the
question of whether the proposed changes
should be ratified, and one abstained. The
churches that did not respond are also
considered to have abstained.
The resulting change to the WNALC’s
Operational Guidelines means is that each
woman on TWC has a vote at the Annual
Gathering, and their vote is considered to
represent all the women of the WNALC. Plus,
each church body may have a voting delegate
at the Annual Gathering even if one of their
members is on TWC. If you would like to know
more about the changes that were made, you
will find a full explanation on page 6 of the
October/November 2021 WNALC newsletter,
available on our website at:
wnalc.org/newsforyou/newsletterarchive/, or by
following this short link: bit.ly/WNALC_Ratification
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TWC Meeting Highlights
TWC has been diligently planning for the virtual
Annual Gathering this coming August. So much
goes on behind the scenes! Please save the date
of August 2, 2022 for this exciting event that will
spiritually grow all of us. We have decided on the
theme and its supporting Bible verses. Logistics
are being worked out by the council’s members
— everything from tech to music.
More information will be published in the
newsletter and on our Facebook group, WNALCWomen of the NALC, as it comes available. If you
have any questions, concerns, or suggestions
about the gathering, please feel free to contact
one of the council members. We would love to
hear from you!
Another hot topic has been improving the lines of
communication in and among our mission
districts because we know that this will better the
work of the WNALC. Again, if you have any
suggestions, we want to hear from you! Find our
contact information on the last page of this
newsletter

Facebook Update
For those who have joined our Facebook group
in the last year or so, you might not know that in
the fall of 2020, we only had 442 members. That
was about one member for each church in the
NALC, but we have been striving to change that!
At that time, we offered a challenge to the then
current members to invite their friends with the
promise that when we doubled the number of
group members from 442 to 884, we would have
a drawing for quilted items made by Jill. At the
time she was offering table runners, but her
offerings have grown to include quilted baskets
and little zippy bags she has made besides the
table runners. If you invite a friend from a NALC
congregation to our group, you will be in the
drawing! We are so close!
UPDATE: We reached and exceeded 884
members as this newsletter was being edited!!

With this year being a virtual Annual Gathering,
we hope to have one woman serving as a voting
delegate from each of our 450+ congregations.
wnalc.org
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Mission District News
Amy Werner
Communication is a common topic during The
Women’s Council (TWC) meetings. Are we
reaching everyone? How can we better
connect? How can we find out what women
across the NALC are doing? How can we better
serve our women’s groups?
Since the formation of the WNALC and TWC, this
has been a huge concern. The idea of having a
point of contact between the women in every
mission district and the TWC was conceived early
on but never implemented across all mission
districts. Since the NALC has experience a growth
spurt and our number of congregations now
exceed 450, TWC is making the use of mission
district representatives a priority with the goal of
improving communications with and between
our women and women’s groups.
What will representatives do? Primarily, they will
be a link between their mission district and the
TWC. They will collaborate with the leader of the
mission district team and TWC member who is
assigned to their mission district (see list below). If
a question arises or support is needed within the
women of the mission district, the representative
will consult with her council contacts. If the
council has news that they want to be certain
gets communicated to all the women in the
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NALC, the council will share it with the
representatives who will in turn make certain that
it is shared with the women of all the
congregations in her mission district. With email,
Facebook and so many methods of
communication today, each representative can
use the methods that work best for her and the
women in her mission district.
With some mission districts now joined into mission
regions, we would be very happy to have one
person for each region to start, with the hope of
eventually adding a representative for each
district within the region. Currently we have a
handful of representatives in place, but if your
district already has a representative and you are
interested in helping them, please let us know.

How long would you be in this position? You
can serve for as long as you want to do the
job. We ask, if you decide to volunteer to take
on the role of representative, you do it with the
willingness to serve for at least one year. When
you decide that you are ready to hand the
role on to somebody else, we would also ask
that you help us find a replacement. As a
representative, you will have a great
opportunity to get to know some of the
women you serve and begin to identify others
who also have a heart to serve. If you are
interested in becoming the representative for
your mission district, complete the following
application and send it to Amy Werner.

Mission District Representative Application
Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

MD/Region: _________________________________

Congregation: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Name and contact info for your pastor or other reference: ____________________________________________________
Tell us a little about yourself: ________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
How do you serve in your congregation and/or community? __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Use another page if needed to complete your responses. When finished, please send a photo or scanned copy of your application to
Amy Werner by email, awerner.wnalc@gmail.com or text message, (724) 244-4242.
wnalc.org
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Council Mission District Contacts

Kim Isiminger
Ø Carolinas Mission Region
– Catawaba Valley
– Piedmont-East
– South Carolina
– Southern Piedmont
Ø Mid-South MD: *Kim Isiminger, Rep
Ø Sonshine MD
Rachel Busch Jones
Ø Heartland MD
Ø Great River MD
Peggy Jording
Ø Central Pacific MD
Ø Northwest MD
Ø Rocky Mountain MD
Ø Southwest Pacific MD
Ø W Daks, Montana & Wyoming MD

Jill Nesheim
Ø Canadian MD
Ø Eastern South Dakota MD
Ø Iowa MD
Ø Minkota MD: *Jill Nesheim, Rep
Sandra Liska
Ø Michigan MD
Ø Texas Mission Region
– Northern: *Linda Brower, rep
– Southeastern: *Pat Dietrich, rep
– Southwestern: *Sherrie Palan, rep
Ø Wisconsin & Upper Michigan MD:
*Marcella Nelson, Rep
Mary Lea Pfenninger
Ø Great Plains Mission Region
– Eastern
– Southern
– Western

Ø Ohio Mission Region
– North Eastern
– North Central
– North West
– Southeast
– Southwest
Amy Werner
Ø Atlantic Mission Region: *Amy
Werner, Rep
– Central
– Western
– Northeast
– Southern
Ø Mid-Northeast MD: *Amy Werner,
Rep

*Denotes Mission District representative

Disaster Response Challenge
Small Church Makes a Big Difference with a
NALC Disaster Response Challenge

By: Rev. Christopher Martin
Glen Flora Lutheran Church, Glen Flora, Wisconsin
Glen Flora Lutheran Church is not your ordinary
small, rural church! In a day and age when it is
easy to believe that small churches cannot do
big things for the kingdom of God, this small
church located along US Highway 8 in the rural
village of Glen Flora, Wisconsin (population 92),
refuses to believe that narrative!
In 2021, Glen Flora Lutheran Church celebrated
the 125th anniversary of its organization,
culminating in a weekend of festivities on August
7th-8th. Seven former pastors of the
congregation returned and over 250 people
attended the festival worship service that
weekend. So many people attended, some had
to stand outside under umbrellas or the carport
on a rainy Sunday morning to give thanks to God
for His blessings on the life and ministry of this
small rural church.
Once the anniversary weekend was over, the
Church Council of Glen Flora wanted to keep
the spirit of the 125th anniversary alive, while
drawing the congregation’s focus toward the
future. Several council members had
commented on the many natural disasters that
were in the news, and how we had been
fortunate in our area of northwest Wisconsin in
that we had not experienced anything like that.
After some conversation about what our small
church that averages about 45-50 worshippers
wnalc.org

per Sunday could do, the council decided to
issue a challenge to benefit NALC Disaster
Response. The congregation was divided into
three groups: Men, Women, and Youth. The Men
were assigned the task of assembling flood
buckets, the women took on making health kits,
and the youth would put together school kits. The
challenge was issued to the congregation as
part of the Rally Day festivities on September
19th, with the challenge going through
Reformation Sunday, October 31st. The initial
goal the council set was that we might be able
to have 20 flood buckets, 20 health kits, and 20
school kits, a goal we thought was ambitious on
our part. The winning group would be the
recipients of an ice cream sundae party.
As the weeks passed from September into
October, a corner of the sanctuary designated
for completed kits and buckets continued to fill.
Suspense grew within the congregation each
Sunday as to which group might “win” the
challenge. Each flood bucket that was brought
in sparked competitiveness in the women to
bring in another bag for a health kit. Our children
and youth faithfully brought in school supplies
with them each week to Wednesday Club for the
school kits.
During their Wednesday Club session on October
27th, the children of the congregation packed
the school kits. The following day, the women
gathered to assemble health care kits, while the
men met on October 30th to assemble flood
buckets. When the challenge closed on Sunday,
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October 31st, the congregation shattered their
original goals by assembling 69 flood buckets, 48
health kits, and 71 school kits. In addition, several
members also made financial contributions that
were sent to the NALC Disaster Response
ministries as well. During the worship service that
day, Pastor Christopher Martin led the
congregation in a time of prayer of thanksgiving
for everyone who participated in this challenge
and their generosity. At the same time, we
blessed the supplies that would be used to help
share the love of Jesus Christ with others in a time
of need. Volunteers from the congregation then
delivered the supplies to the NALC Disaster
Response warehouse near Rochester, Minnesota.

church’s membership and finances. Yet, being
open to the work of the Holy Spirit, and a desire
to see the Gospel continue to be proclaimed in
their part of Rusk County, the members of Glen
Flora have not been afraid to dream big and
invite others to be a part of their ministry. Today,
Glen Flora Lutheran Church remains a small
congregation averaging between 45-50 for
Sunday worship, but with a mix of members from
their 90’s, all the way down to a thriving
children’s ministry that meets on Wednesday
afternoons. They are thriving; doing big things for
the kingdom of God in an intergenerational
setting and look forward to what the future holds
for our small, rural church in northwest Wisconsin.

This challenge was a real, hands-on way for the
members of Glen Flora Lutheran Church to live
out their mission statement: “We are a
Congregation of Christian people who spread
the love of Christ to our friends and neighbors
here and throughout the world.” Every member
was able to find a way to participate, whether it
was purchasing supplies needed to assemble
each flood bucket or kit, making a generous
financial donation to the challenge, or coming
out to the church to help pack the kits or
buckets, or just simply providing encouragement
throughout the challenge and keeping it in
prayer each day.

In the spirit of this, the members of Glen Flora
Lutheran Church now have another challenge to
issue. This time, the challenge is for all our small or
rural congregations across the North American
Lutheran Church. We would love to see the spirit
of our Disaster Response challenge replicated in
YOUR church, wherever you might be, or
however small or large your congregation might
be! Begin by praying that the Holy Spirit might
open you and the members of your
congregation to how you can respond and assist
this important ministry in the life of the wider
Church by offering a similar challenge to your
members! Imagine the impact all our small or
rural congregations across the NALC can have in
the lives of people in a time of disaster by
accepting our challenge and host a similar event
in your congregation. You will be surprised at
what the Spirit will do through your people! If you
need some ideas of how to get started, or would
like to hear more about our challenge, feel free
to contact Pastor Christopher Martin by email,
pastorcwmartin@gmail.com. Let’s show the
entire church how small churches can do big
things for the Kingdom!

In reflecting on how much of an impact the Holy
Spirit has been having in this small church
located in this tiny village in rural Wisconsin, a
comment was made during the church’s 125th
anniversary celebration prior to this challenge of
the fact that there was a time in the church’s
history from the mid-late 1980’s into the 1990’s
where there was a serious question as to whether
Glen Flora Lutheran Church would be able to
keep their doors open at all, as a series of serious
challenges had negatively impacted the

wnalc.org
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Support for Ukraine
If you have read Bishop Selbo’s letter on the situation in Ukraine, you know that the leadership of the NALC
has asked that we be in prayer for the Ukraininan people whose lives are being devastated by war.
Included in the bishop’s letter is a beautiful prayer. It reads in part,
We pray for You to be working in the hearts and the lives of the people in Russia and the
Ukraine who are caught in this senseless war and whose lives are being torn apart because
of the conflict. We pray for the families who have been separated from their loved ones, for
those who have been physically hurt because of the fighting, and for those lives that have
been lost. We pray, Lord, that You would open doors for peace talks and negotiations…
If you have not had the opportunity to read the bishop’s letter, you can find it on the NALC’s website,
bit.ly/NALC_Ukraine
If you are seeking to help provide physical support, you might consider donating to one of the NALC
ministry partners currently working to bring relief to the Ukrainian people:
Spiritual Orphan’s Network

Lutheran World Relief

Water Mission

sonetwork.org/

lwr.org/

watermission.org/

Upcoming Events

of interest to the WNALC. Why not get your
women together and select a delegate
before August 1 and plan a viewing party
with food and party favors? Details will be
posted on the Facebook page and the
website as they come available. Full details
will be published in the May/June newsletter.

WNALC Mission Bank Donations
Thank you for supporting the WNALC and our
Mission Bank partners!
WNALC General Fund donations help cover the
costs of our website, the WNALC Annual
Gathering, our display table at Lutheran Week,
scholarships to in-person gatherings and more.
Ï August 2, 2022: Our WNALC Virtual Annual
Gathering will be happening! Plans are
underway and will be released soon. Please
mark your calendars and make plans to meet
with your sisters in Christ from across the
country. Every NALC congregation is
encouraged to have a voting delegate
registered to attend and vote on the matters
wnalc.org

WNALC Mission Fund donations are collected
and divided evenly between the two Mission
Bank recipients.
We thank you for choosing to support the
Women of the NALC, and we hope you
continuously lift the TWC in your prayers that we
would always serve according to God’s will.
Please send donations for the WNALC General
Fund and Mission Bank to:
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North American Lutheran Church
PO Box 860565
Minneapolis, MN 55486-0565
Make checks payable to the
North American Lutheran Church
and note on the memo line whether it is for
WNALC General Fund — or — WNALC Mission Fund

Consider Serving with Us
The Women’s Council is a group of seven serving
450+ congregations. We love what we do, but
we could do so much more with a little more
help. We know that all of you have talents and
skills, and we invite you to share them with us.
Please consider serving on one of the WNALC
Ministry Teams:
•

•

•

Communications Team: Are you a writer or
editor? Do you thrive when dealing with
details? Maybe you work (or play) with
graphic design and layout? We can use
people with any of these skills to help with
our promoting the work of the WNALC.
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Please prayerfully consider spending a few hours
each month serving the Women of the NALC.

Contribute to the Newsletter
Are you planning an event for the women of your
church or mission district? We can help you get
the word out! Send your event details to
womenoftheNALC@gmail.com. Remember, our
newsletters are published around the 1st of the
even numbered months (i.e., February, April,
June, etc.) so the earlier we receive your
information, the better.
We would love to include stories from all our
congregations and mission districts! Send a short
write up, or a longer one if you are inclined, and
photos — we love photos! Share what your ladies
are doing to grow in Christ, doing to fellowship,
and doing to serve. Let your stories challenge
and inspire the rest of us!!

Council Contacts
• Jill Nesheim — jcnquilter@gmail.com

Financial Team: If numbers are more your
style, and if you like to make sure the
accounts are balanced, please consider
working on the financial team with our
treasurer.

• Kim Isiminger — kisiminger@gmail.com

Spiritual Team: Are you the person that
always has the right verse at the right time?
Do you feel called to share the Word? Do
you have a heart for prayer and leading
others into a deeper relationship the Lord?
Please consider working with the leader of
our spiritual ministry team while using your
spiritual gifts in service to the members of the
WNALC.

• Mary Lea Pfenninger — MPfenninger@esc3.net
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• Peggy Jording — peggyjording@gmail.com
• Rachel Busch Jones — womenofthenalc@gmail.com
• Sandra Liska — liskats@yahoo.com
• Amy Werner — awerner.wnalc@gmail.com
General email: womenofthenalc@gmail.com
WNALC website: wnalc.org
Facebook group: WNALC-Women of the NALC
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